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R Month of Mourning

April 2016 was our toughest month at YouthHope. In 4 days, the
city of Redlands lost 5 different youth to suicide. This has impacted
everyone. These youth were family members, friends, and were
loved.
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RIP Rueben We have spent the past 12 months helping our youth heal. Even
though we keep moving forward and every day seems to be a little
easier, as we approach the year anniversary of these deaths, it still hits us. Our youth,
our friends, and loved ones are no longer with us. We want to share about one of our
youth that we lost last year who had a huge impact at YouthHope. Our beloved Rueben.
We still share memories about Rueben weekly at YouthHope. We shared this story last
year about his short life and how he had a lasting impression on our hearts. We will be

remembering our youth this month at a memorial at YouthHope. Continue to keep us in
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your prayers and thoughts as we approach this month.

Rest in Peace Rueben

On April 13, 2016, the un-
thinkable happened. We
lost one of our beloved
youth, Rueben.

Rueben was everyone’s
best friend. He made every-
one feel welcome and nev-
er had a mean thing to say.
He loved and was loved by
all. He was always a peace-
keeper and always saw the
positive. He would make
himself available to anyone
who needed him and never
judged someone because of
the struggles they went
through.

When he would come to
YouthHope, he would
greet everyone and hug all
of the volunteers. He made

sure to thank us for all of
the help he received and
would always end with
“you rock”. He made any
room light up with his per-
sonality and smile.

Rueben started coming to
Youthhope in 2010. He
came as a shy, timid boy
who had a past that no one
should have to endure.
Over the years, we saw him
grow and saw what future
he had in store. A future of
hope and success. He was
determined to change his
life around for the better.
He wotked so hard to leave
his past.

Rueben had overcome so
many obstacles in his life.
He went from living on the

streets to living in a house,
he graduated high school,
was going to Crafton, he
started seeing a counselor,
and working a part time
job. He had such a bright
future, but it was blurred
by the darkness of his past.

He had been though so
much and we are so sad-
dened that his achieve-
ments and life were abrupt-
ly ended.

Rueben impacted all of our
lives and we miss him dear-

ly. Rest in Peace, Rucben.
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Did you know?

In 2016, over 90 youth In 2016, we had over 47
created or updated their youth earn their Food

resume so they could Handlers Certificate
find a job.

#movingforward

#movingforward
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